This past year has been a time
of transitiomn foridefensive

tackle Corey Simon, a six-year -
iy s NFL veteran from Florida State
;ﬁ University. After signing a five-
3 year contract, Simon, 28, joined

the Indianapolis Colts as an un-
r : restricted free agent from the
# Philadelphia Eagles just before
hg - the start of, thet 2005 season.
i;- Since joining the Colts, Simon
20 (a 2003 Pro Bowl selection with
'ﬁ-' Philadelphia after recording 64
i tackles and 7.5 sacks) has helped
B ' Indianapolis’ defense become one
e~ of the NFL’s most improved units.
Simon was the Eagles’ first-
round pick and the sixth overall k.
. selection in the 2000 draft. He L8
set the Eagles’ rookie record, for 3
%
L

i Satedc s wi Tisadesbe™ i 22000

includingionée on Dallas’

Troy Aikman on his first

career play. Lt

P Eric Tiansay, a freelance :
writer for Today’s Pentecostal
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being a role model.

,OREY

TPE: When and how did you

accept Christ as Saviorx?

e SIMON: It happened in college

! QGRS Uy =t wais hellwi g imysrees
shirt junior year.- I had, some
issues going on in my life. I

7, couldn’t put a finger on it. There

were some teammates who were

Christians who had a peace and

joy in their lives that were not
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contingent on outside
circumstance .«.I wanted
what they had. I attended
a Bible situdy swisth fthem,
and that/'s®when my ‘jouzr-—
ney with Christ 'began.
The Bible study was led
by Ron Miller,®wholis
now my pastor. He taught
me about having a spiri-
tual family and "the-pur-
pose and plan .that'God
ha st o Smyis | s

TPE: You’ve said, “You
get an opportunity to
preach a sermon ev-
ery time you play this
game.” What do you
mean by that?

SIMON: The NFL is the
Nor ¥ ispornttsihifieh cScolimss
try. What I say and what
[ fdgr s eiEoma s c al by 1g@e
ing to be seen. When I
step on the field, my rep-
resentation of Christ,
whether good or bad, is
going to be seen in how I
carny myselify. m not, a
dirty player. I play the
game extremely hard and
don’;t intentionally hurt
anyone . At thesend of

the' .game, I give God the
glory. My attitude has to
be consistent with who I
TepPiie SenE

TPE: Have you ever fallen
away from your faith?
SIMON: Never. That
never crosses my mind.
Even when I sin, I al-
ways know who my Master
andrFather is.wThere’s
never a doubt in my mind
who' I «serve. The big-
gest mistake some Chris-
tians make is, when they
sin, they think God
deesn’ sl ove them: any-
more At Y's netFcrpes
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grace ,is sufficient. My
God iss always the same
God who created this

world and He loves me.

TPE: You have everything
people strive for — why
do you need Jesus?
SIMON: Because money
and fame are not every-
£ hi ngeRelbve, hadl suc:
cess in college and the
NEHy . sEeday, A T “wasiwa t chi=
ing [New England Patri-
ots quarterback] Tom
Brady on 60 Minutes. He
said, “I won three Super
Bowls. I just feel like
there’s something more
out there.” ‘Money and
fame can’t be everything
because they’re. going

to leave you empty at
the engd of "theiday. Only
Glalicak/SHic e zual i Bk | ZRE (Eyo),

TPE: Are you an old-
school or new=-school
playex?

SIMON: T guess I'm

B ls e L S ED o=t
I'm familiar .with, the
game with how it’s

been pilayed-the .last

2'08 verhnek . T SlEikeIsET
think“®hat I understand
the old-school type of
game.. "But thereflsta "patrt
off mewEhat’ s A news
school player who wants
tofl take the game, to the
negt Sievelll - Fon meya;
Welll C =Eo= go= out \andeiplans
this game the way it’s
meant.to be played. At
the same time, I want to
leave this game in bet-
ter .shape” than when T
first got here.

TPE: What’s the Bible
verse that keeps you
centered?

SIMON: Psalm 68:5,

which says, “A father to
the fatherless, a defender
@ widowsadi's: God in dul.s
holy dwelling” (NIV).
Even though my earthly
father hasn’t been there
for the majority of my
1xfe, my Heavenly' Father
has always been there.
For me to be a Christian,
that’s how I had to come
to know+Ged — as a
Father.

TPE: Ten years from now
you’ll be doing what?
SIMON: I definitely
den e Ehafmlk s Tk 118 s i
be playing. I'11 walk
away from this game
while I still have my
health. This game has
been great. to me. But
#00 tha ldeasivs, ‘ot Whowk
am. When=I!m done play-
gy LA move  ‘ons

Hopefully, I’11l be
working with teenagers
and .adolescents. They’re
my passien. I just enjoy
talking to young people,
especially the inner-
GHSE RO [ et Mt et Scie=
[N OTaY 5 RIS VC By L,
iar with because I grew
up in a 5ingle-parent
home. I know God has a
plan fpr®their lives. I
see so much potential in
young people.

il N CokgoL back ¥z
the inner city and help
kids who are in a very
similar situation as I
was when I was growing
tp. I want to help them
make a better 1life for
themselves:.

TPE: How is the Corey
Simon Success Center in
Tallahassee, Fla., chang-
ing people’s lives?
SIMON: Right now
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we’re trying to raise
money for it. We have

a 40,000-square-foot
IoYblMielatiaie) Ju obiic 14 i dacr el
open yet. We hope to
start renovation and
open® 1tiithd stcom i RgMe:r i
season. We’re spreading
the word to let ‘pecple
know what we’re trying
to do. [The Corey=Simon
Success Center] will in-
volve young people ‘in
athletics, academics and
mentor ingy - EEemisa shEnlir=
cal standpeint.sRight
nOows FAmMEz SHSE N EEiocall
middle and high schools
and I.role model what

we want toe. do with the
CE Mt Shat

TPE: What are some
temptations you’ve
faced while in the NFL,
and how did you avoid
falling for them?
SIMON: There are al-
ways.women in every
city. Some of the guys
in the NFL like to go
out. Those temptations
are always there. Some
things that keep me from
giving in to temptations
are my relationship with
my wife, my relationship
with my son and my rela-
tionships with friends.
If yoeulire ‘trying ftoMvalls
the Christian journey on
your owh, | istf s iume@ts
sible. You need people
to keep you aceount-—
able. I .choose EolsilEs
round myself with men of
God in the NFL such as
Paul Grasmanis and-Peter
Boulware who encourage
me and hold me ‘account-
able.

TPE: After a great ca-
reer in Philadelphia,
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they let you go. What
did that teach you?
SIMON: That business

is business. But whether
T7.m e CollEr ol ket HEe Fay
the relationships I’ve
had will *13sjE: St wa sEal
business decision for
the Philadelphia Eagles.
It worked outiwell for
me. I'm 'with a great
team and a great coach-
ingsstaff & 1. Geel; lrke
my. leadership skills axe
being utilized.. There
are no hard feelings to-
ward the Eagles whatso-
ever.

TPE: There are a lot of
setbacks, challenges
and hard times when
making a name for
yourself in the NFL.
What can some of our
young readers learn
from your trek to and
through the NFL?
SIMON: For me, ev-

ery day+is an adventure
rnsthis#leaguels Tt¥s a
privilege to play this
gafg., *den’ t “éount, it
as something that was
owed- to¥meil "I truly re—
spect and love this game
for what it’s given me
and what it’s taught me.
I=den’ thiliook at anything
that’s happened to me in
the NFL as a negative
situation.

TPE: What’s the spiritual
climate in the NFL?
SIMON: T think it’s
on the rise. I believe
Che re fore ' ay  T'oissmore
believers,.'— not only
Rleyenss=but ‘alkst. coachs
es. *You*lfear so much
negativatyfabout: all
that’s bad about NFL
playerspbut=thercis

alget av ol 0Erngood 1L
look g+ Troy Vinecent,
the president of the

NFL players’ union, who
is, a great man of God,'
a strong believer and

g iramaEialmaT), Sild thifnild
when you have a man like
gt NS Eh 4t speSTTrony
the spiritual climate of
this league is going to
get better.

TPE: You’ve had Chris-
tian football coaches, in-
cluding Bobby Bowden
and Tony Dungy. How
have they helped your
faith?

SIMON: 1t’s encourag-

B T\q SEONIS €' St o i S

their position take a
standesfors Christ. jCoachs
ing is.a very tough pro-
fession. There is no job
security for coaches. But
for Bowden and Dungy to
be family men and still
req] I =feE s, fOrsChii St
that’s<encouraging to me
as a young man. They are
role models.

TPE: How devastating
was losing Super Bowl
XXXIX?

SIMON: You don’t win
them all. We came®up 3
elbighoisry nkehaiEy Jhc WiE ISy el
ggeat experience..There
are going to be wins and
1d%ses in this game. :You
1 #7e with itanditey

to get better. This is
just'a game. It’s three
hollr sSEiLsdond t g naubite
God abeut pettysgues=
tions -abolt =this igame.
Gdd. | uSER dit ro @ T mdiE o
one Jtceamsoversangtheni
God. listfmore concerned
about our salvation and
our sanctification.tpe

E-mail your comments to tpe@ag.org.

Military Chaplaincy
Whether they’re new recruits or seasoned
officers, they need someone to represent Christ to
them — in peace, in harm’s way, wherever the demand.

They need you.

Chaplaincy Ministries
1445 North Boonville Avenue
Springfield, MO 65802
417-862-2781 ext. 3273

Ordinary People ... Extraordinary Ministry
www.chaplaincy.ag.org




